THE MUNICH AGREEMENT, OCTOBER 5, 1938

September 24. Mr. Chamberlain returns with a Memorandum of
Germany's demands, which he finds to exceed his
expectation by a large margin. In the light of this
Britain and France tell Czechoslovakia that, while
they will bring no influence to bear on her in her
decision, they will support her if she resists the addi-
tional demands. Czechoslovakia mobilises.

September 28. The First Lord of the Admiralty, Mr. Duff Cooper,
orders the mobilisation of the Fleet.

In the middle of his speech in the House of Commons,
Mr. Chamberlain, handed a piece of paper by
Sir John Simon, announces that he has been invited
to meet Herr Hitler at Munich, with M. Daladitr and
Signor Mussolini.

September 29. Munich Conference. Mr. Chamberlain offers further
concessions on behalf of the Czechs, who afe refused
admittance to the conference room.

September 30. Told that Mr. Chamberlain must have an answer by
noon, the Chechoslovakian Government bows to the
terms dictated. General Syrovy broadcasts these to
the nation at 5 p.m.

October I. Mr. Chamberlain returns and announces at Heston
Airport that he has brought "peace for our time"
On arrival at Downing Street he announces that he has
brought "peace with honour"

October 2, Mr. Duff Cooper, First Lord of the Admiralty, resigns.
The House of Commons begins a three days'3 debate
on the Agreement.

Poland seizes the Teschen area of Czechoslovakia.

October 5.        Dr, Benes resigns.

[October 5, 1938.
IF I do not begin this afternoon by paying the usual, and indeed
almost invariable, tributes to the Prime Minister for his handling
of this crisis, it is certainly not from any lack of personal regard.
We have always, over a great many years, had very pleasant
relations, and I have deeply understood from personal experiences
of my own in a similar crisis the stress and strain he has had to
bear; but I am sure it is much better to say exactly what we think
about public affairs, and this is certainly not the time when it is
worth anyone's while to court political popularity. We had a